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Our First Responder Breakfast will be 9/11!   

Due to COVID concerns, the breakfast procedures will be vastly different than past years, but 

we will still be providing wonderful breakfasts to the Hot Springs Police Department, the Hot 

Springs Fire Department, Ambulance Services, Garland County Sheriff Department, area State 

Parks and the State Police. We will also be 

carrying food to both CHI St. Vincent and 

National Park Medical Center to give 

breakfast to all our dedicated First 

Responders at those two hospitals.  Law 

Enforcement, Medical Personnel and all First 

Responders need our support now more than 

ever. Defend, not Defund!  Here is a prayer 

that we will be distributing with the 

breakfasts.  It will be laminated for their use.  

Say this prayer, both for the success of our 

breakfast and the protection of our First 

Responders!   
  
There are so many for whom we pray, Oh God.  
This day, in a special way, we lift to you all first responders. We pray for nurses and firefighters; for police 
officers and counselors; for ambulance drivers and emergency room doctors; and for all those who rush in at 
times of tragedy or crisis.  
Through their skilled and generous care, may those whom they serve sense YOUR loving presence. Please, God 
of all goodness, protect them. Grant them wisdom. Sustain them. And grant peace of heart to all who worry 
about them.  
With all our hearts we lift to you our first responders. We pray, in faith, through Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 

 

From Special Edition of Knightline, August 24, 2020:  

Knights Help Schools Across U.S. During COVID 19: As schools face the impact of the 

coronavirus, here’s how Knights are leaving no student behind 

Knights of Columbus councils across the country are helping schools get ready for class, from 

completing construction projects to equipping schools with much-needed supplies and funding. 

This is the latest chapter in the Order’s storied history of supporting schools and providing 

educational opportunities for students in need. At the beginning of the 20th century, the Knights 

provided financial support to Catholic schools on Native American reservations, provided 

education and employment services for veterans who fought in World War I, and established a 



$1 million educational fund to provide scholarships for sons and daughters of Knights killed or 

disabled in war. 

Throughout the rest of the 20th century and into the new millennium, Knights have continued to 

support schools and students through scholarship programs, and even personally laboring to 

build new Catholic schools — such as St. Anthony Catholic School in Madison, Miss. Knights 

continue their support now during COVID-19 as part of the Leave No Neighbor 

Behind initiative. 

Here are some examples of what Knights are doing today: 

The Niemeyer Insurance Agency, a Knights of Columbus insurance agency in Glen Carbon, 

Ill., made a $1,000 donation to the Father McGivney Catholic High School as part of the 

sponsorship program that the school runs each fall, according to the River Bender News. The 

donation will help give students, regardless of economic status, an opportunity to attend the 

school. 

Msgr. James Willet Council 7847 in Hopkinsville, Ky., donated $50,000 to Sts. Peter & Paul 

Catholic Church for the construction of a new maintenance facility at the parish’s parochial 

school. The parish community held a blessing and dedication to the new facility, which was 

dedicated to Rocky Spader, a Knight and member of the council who worked to get the building 

completed. 

Father Francis X. Pierz Council 15021 in Harbor Springs, Mich., presented $30,000 in 

scholarship funds to local Catholic schools. Grand Knight Andrew Martin told the News-

Review, “There is no greater need, nor reward, than for us to invest in our future. …Our goal is 

to create life-changing opportunities for the young men and women receiving these 

scholarships, and, in turn, those around them.” 

More than 30 Knights from St. Matthew Council 14360 in Norwalk, Conn., painted the 

interior of Regina Pacis Academy, spanning two floors, eight classrooms and several 

hallways. It took nearly 600 hours to complete the job and saved the school $30,000, the 

amount otherwise required to hire a painting company. 

St. Mary Magdalen Council 16223 in Kentwood, Mich., asked local schools what supplies they 

needed for the upcoming year. With the help of the parish and community, the Knights 

collected over 1,800 school supplies. “Many people are out of work and struggling to support 

their family,” said David Eickholt, the council’s deputy grand knight. “School supplies are not 

high on the list compared to paying rent or buying food, so school supplies for the kids could 

suffer. We as a family-based organization cannot allow this to happen.” 

Ascension of Our Lord Council 9623 from La Place, La., provided new fire extinguishers, a 

fire system and updated phone lines for the Ascension of Our Lord Catholic School. 

Working with Catholic Charities Northern Colorado, Denver Council 539 collected backpacks 

filled with supplies for students who would likely have no other source of supplies for the 

upcoming school year. 

 

Father McGivney’s Beatification: Father McGivney’s Beatification will be broadcast by 

EWTN, Salt + Light TV and CatholicTV The Mass will be celebrated on Oct. 31 and broadcast 

live — we’ll be sharing the streaming details in Knightline, on www.kofc.org and via our social 

media channels. Stay tuned. 

 



From Special Edition of Knightline 31 August 2020:  

Iowa Knights Put Others First After Storm: From removing trees to handing out 3000 

meals, Knights bring aid after 100 mph windstorm. 

In the wake of a hurricane-like storm that devastated the Cedar Rapids area, Iowa State Deputy 

Paul Lee, and his family had just made a delivery of food and water to St. Ludmila Catholic 

Church when they noticed a family gathered before a fallen tree in their front yard that had split 

the house’s top floor in half. A bulldozer later came in to finish, as Lee described, “what Mother 

Nature already started.” 

The severe storm had winds topping 100 mph causing hundreds of millions of dollars-worth of 

damage and destroying more than 10 million acres of corn. It’s created an urgent need for 

assistance, and churches like St. Ludmila’s have become distribution hubs for people in need. 

Lee, stopped the car and offered his help to the family near the church. The owner of the home 

— a Knight — thanked Lee and said the clean-up that could be done was already completed by 

other members of the Knights. 

Knights in Iowa have been helping those severely impacted by the storm, not only bringing 

their muscle for cleanup but also delivering basic necessities to those in need. This is despite 

suffering damage to their own homes, like Phil Buchs — a Knight from St. Jude Council 1243 

in Perry — who continued driving supplies across the state even though his garage and car were 

destroyed by downed trees. 

But as one Knight told Lee, “If it’s not me, then who?” 

“That is just the testament of Knights that even when we’re impacted personally, there’s still 

that notion of giving in service to others,” Lee said. “I know my fellow brother Knights are out 

there putting their faith in action, doing the work they pledged to do when we became members 

and brothers of this Order.” 

Knights are no strangers to helping people affected by disasters. Whether hurricanes, 

earthquakes, fires, floods, tornadoes or international disaster, Knights are often among the first 

to help with recovery and the last to leave. Last year, the Supreme Council gave more than $1.3 

million to disaster relief, with an additional $3.5 million donated directly by local councils and 

assemblies. 

Knights in Iowa, including K of C field agents, have helped those in need after the recent storm 

by providing food to anyone in need, regardless of religious background. Knights from Pope 

John XXIII Council 5677 in Cedar Rapids made sure to cook foods that meet the dietary needs 

for the Muslim and Jewish communities. Meanwhile, St. Columbkille-David J. Ochs Council 

15813 in Dubuque prepared and distributed more than 3,000 meals for first responders and to 

local homeless shelters. Knights are also helping in spiritual ways, including holding candles to 

illuminate Masses at the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Cedar Rapids, which was 

without power. 

Members have been working alongside other Catholic charitable groups, such as Catholic 

Charities, during the recovery. Lee expects the recovery to be long because most 

communications lines are down around the state, including Cedar Rapids. 

“There were chunks of town I could not even tell someone what happened because it wasn’t just 

cell service, it was also data, it was also cable, it was broadcast TV, it was radio towers that 

were knocked down,” Lee said. 



This presents problems for people and businesses who don’t have cash, relying solely on credit 

and debit cards, due to the recent federal coin shortage. With the power out, Iowans are more 

reliant on cash and gift cards, Lee says. But the Knights are ready to help. 

“When you look at the work that we do, it speaks even more volumes of who we are as men of 

faith,” Lee said. “It makes it very easy to wake up in the morning and be ready to do the will of 

God and put in the blood, sweat and tears and long nights because I know that I get work with 

thousands of brother Knights who also have the same common passion and vision and at a drop 

of a hat will do anything that they can.” 

 

Happy Birthday!  Birthdays this month:  

Raymond Mace: 3 (64) 

Eugene Urbanski: 4 (83) 

Louis Turala: 5 (92) 

Dennis Berry: 8 (49) 

Deacon Robert Wanless: 8 (85) 

John Andrews: 9 (78) 

Vance Arlotta: 12 (69) 

Father George Sanders: 12 (65) 

Trance Palazzi: 13 (79) 

Gregory Beeber: 14 (56) 

Michael Schnaufer: 14 (50) 

Wallace Marroy: 15 (81) 

Sean Hurt: 17 (35) 

Greg Igbokidi: 24 (58) 

Rick Dwyer: 27 (60) 

Frederick Palmer: 30 (76) 

 

How you can HELP! 

• To help with flags, show up at 7:00 a.m. sharp at Calvary Cemetery on Greenwood 

Avenue.  It only takes about 10 minutes to put up 24 American flags to celebrate the 

holiday.  For information, call Don Sass 767-2780 or Joe Kanopsic 262-5829. 

• To help with Exemplification teams, call Larry Nieman 520-1300, Newton White 622-

0191 or Joe Kanopsic 262-5829. 

• To assist with any part of the Rummage Sales, call Jim Lockwood 282-7027. 

• To help cook spaghetti for the Bazaar, call Joe Giompoletti 767-8292. 

• To assist with Corporate Communion at St. John’s, call Kevin Touhy 752-2509.   

• To assist with Corporate Communion at St. Mary’s, call Charlie Cook 262-5413 or Andy 

Anderson 425-9368.  
 

 


